RSA Coach Tim Kline, North Texas Soccer Boys’ Coach of the Year


Congratulations RSA Coach Tim Kline,
North Texas Soccer Boys’ Coach of the Year
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Picture at NTSSA’s Annual General Meeting of Richardson’s Coach Tim Kline receiving the NTSSA’s Boys Soccer Coach of the Year award from NTSSA President John Sutter (right) and NTSSA Coaching Education Chairman Dave Luckey (left). July 12, 2008
Dallas, TX (July 2008).  North Texas State Soccer Association (NTSSA) has named Richardson resident and Richardson Soccer Association (RSA) coach Tim Kline, the 2007-2008 Boys’ Soccer Coach of the Year at the NTSSA Annual General Membership meeting.  NTSSA has over 175,000 players and is one of the largest soccer associations in the United States.  RSA has been an active member of the NTSSA for over 35 years.  
Tim played recreational soccer as a youth, club soccer, college and now adult soccer. However, Tim’s true passion in soccer lies in coaching his two sons and their teammates in the Richardson Soccer Association.  Tim coaches his son Caden on the Dragons U9 team, and his son Noah on the Fireballs in the U12 division.  Tim began coaching in the fall of 2000 and has continued coaching in RSA for the past 8 years.  He credits his assistant coaches Bob Nees and Tim BaDour with helping to make the coaching message consistent for both teams.  Recognizing the contribution of his assistant coaches, Tim commented,  "Bob Nees has assisted me with the Fireballs since the boys were 4 years old.  His strategic planning skills along with his overall view of the game have been invaluable over the years and the kids show him every respect when he’s running practices or games.  Tim BaDour has been assisting for the Dragons for several seasons and is an excellent compliment to my coaching style. Although new to soccer when he started, he’s shown great enthusiasm for the game and made every effort to advance his knowledge through coaching clinics and he’s applied that knowledge to helping run the team.”
Tim’s philosophy on soccer focuses on treating the kids with respect and trying to encourage them to take on new skill challenges and push themselves.  He tries to make practices creative and engaging through games and activities that are sometimes borrowed from other coaches and resources or thought up on practice day.  Development of the player is primary to his goal, along with establishing a connection with each player and their family.  Asked what role the parents play on his teams, Tim said “Building a cohesive team is easier when everyone is engaged not only with the team as a unit, but also with each other. The parents on each of these teams have always been supportive of the team and each of the players so it’s a very tight group of people that genuinely care about each other.”
Having the support of the parents of his players can clearly be seen from some of their comments supporting the nomination.  These include – 

“Tim encourages the kids to play clean and fair.  He always praises the kids on what they did well in the game, even when they lose.”

“Although he is passionate about soccer and competitive about each game, Tim maintains self control during the game.  When he does criticize a player he does it constructively and positively.”

“Coach Tim teaches his teams to work together as much as possible, play with intensity, give 100% at games, and practice skills at home.”

“Tim is the best coach because of the example he sets for the boys.  He loves soccer and he loves the boys on the team and brings out the best in each of them.”
Asked what he gets out of coaching in the youth recreational league, Tim said “There’s a checkbox for parents on most player applications for recreational soccer that reads something like ‘I’d like to volunteer as a coach/assistant coach’.  I remember staring at that for a few minutes the first season I signed Noah up in RSA, wondering if I had the time to really do that.  I would encourage everyone out there to check that box because I’ve received so much more from this experience than I ever could have imagined.  You’re building relationships with kids, parents and relatives that will stay with you forever.  I get to share the passion I have for soccer with as many people as our teams can handle; I truly can’t think of anything better.  These people have already given me so much; the honor of this award is truly beyond words.”
Tim received his F license from North Texas Soccer in January 2003 and will be taking the R8 Referee class this fall.  He plans to continue to volunteer for Richardson Soccer Association, and hopes someday to make a career of his passion for the sport by running an indoor soccer facility for youth training and adult league play or even exploring opportunities within the FC Dallas organization.
Tim is a long time soccer player and fan stretching back to his days being coached by his father, Al Kline, in the Lake Highlands Soccer Association and watching the Dallas Tornado of the NASL play at SMU’s Ownby Stadium in the early 1970s. After recreational soccer, he played club soccer with Flame United Soccer Club under the coaching of Bobby Moffatt, among others.  Tim said “It was especially meaningful that Coach Moffatt attended the awards ceremony.  Not only did I get to watch him play for the Tornado as a kid, but I also got to play for him and experience his coaching style first hand. He always carried himself with dignity and treated the parents, players and game officials with respect and I strive to bring those qualities to my style of coaching.”   Tim also played goalkeeper for Lake Highlands High School in his junior and senior years, as well as playing two years for Richland College, making it all the way to the NJCAA finals in his final year.  Tim remains an active adult player serving as goalkeeper for Lone Star Soccer Club in the NTPSA 30B division and midfielder for Manchester FC in the Dallas Men’s Select League.  He also squeezes in a little bit of indoor soccer on Thursday nights at Soccer Spectrum in Richardson, thanks to the “extreme soccer tolerance” of his wife, Laurie.

Richardson Soccer is proud to have one of our own recognized for such a prestigious award.  Tim is one of over 250 coach, assistant coaches and volunteers in the RSA program who teach the youth that fair play, good sportsmanship, having fun and learning the game of soccer which is the main philosophy of Richardson Soccer.  
Submitted by Ray Chambers, RSA Board member
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